
Choosing the right Architects Specialising In The Green Belt can become a disheartening
task. That's why I've put together this comprehensive blog post with these useful tips.

Beyond merely providing shelter, architecture becomes the stage set and context for our
lives. It’s the reason we feel empowered on the roof deck of an 80-story building, connected
and thriving in a busy public plaza, and humbled in a soaring cathedral. Communities form
within and at the behest of architecture, and take on their buildings’ characteristics. The
planning regime can seem to be inaccessible and unfair at times to those affected by
development. Green belt architects guide concerned parties through the planning system,
making sure that their concerns have a strong and persuasive voice throughout the
application and, if necessary, any later appeal process, including any relevant compulsory
purchase or similar statutory process. Ancient woodlands and trees are valuable natural
assets which are irreplaceable and also a vital habitats for notable species. The NPPF
provides for a strong level of protection to both ancient woodland and also to veteran trees
found outside ancient woodland. Man’s strive for increased comfort and financial
independence, the densification of congested urban areas, a strong increase in traffic levels
and the growing electric smog problem due to new communication technologies all cause
ever rising stress levels in the immediate vicinity of the individual. Does the Green Belt, as a
planning designation, support sustainability by encouraging urban regeneration and
concentration of homes, services and employment opportunities; or does it prevent sufficient
homes being built, encourage ‘cramming’ of new housing into large urban areas and
artificially inflate prices leading to unaffordable housing and leapfrog development beyond
the Green Belt boundaries? The landscape in and around England’s cities, towns and
villages is rich and varied, valued for its character, biodiversity and the opportunities it
affords for public access and recreation. The housing and economic growth agenda,
together with the effects of climate change, means that green infrastructure is increasingly
important – but also under great pressure.



The countryside is a living ecosystem that is essential for the survival of human communities
both rural and urban. It has an innate value that cannot be assessed in solely monetary
terms. A green belt architect's approach to the adaptive re-use of a building is to couple
preservation of the existing fabric with a sympathetic and imaginative intervention to secure
the economic sustainability of the building with a new use completed to modern standards.
Obtaining planning permission on green belt locations is notoriously difficult, but not
impossible, and there are a lot of costly issues to deal with before the land is purchased for
development. Not all land outside built up areas is designated Green Belt. Green belts are
mainly identified as a ring of designated land of differing widths around some major cities.
The Metropolitan Green Belt surrounding London is one example. An understanding of the
challenges met by Net Zero Architect enhances the value of a project.

A Climate Safety Belt
Despite figures revealing that the loss of Green Belt to development is less than 0.2 per cent
a year, there is growing public concern that the Green Belt is under threat. New houses on
what was once greenfield land are highly visible. The arguments for Green Belt to control
urban sprawl are clear, and this has been a major success of the policy. Sprawl and ribbon
development have been largely avoided and individual settlements around the periphery of
London have retained their character and identity. Green belts have a presumption against
development, and thus come with little incentive to be positively managed for environmental,

https://cleararchitects.co.uk/net-zero-architect/


community or economic purposes. This leads to degraded landscapes which, while having a
valid planning function, produce limited benefit to communities and the environment –
unless, of course, you are lucky enough to live in or next to one. When considering Green
Belt designations a sufficient range of development land which is suitably located in relation
to the existing urban edge should be made available, having regard to the longer term need
for development land, the effects of development pressures in areas beyond the Green Belt
and the need to minimise demand for travel. This may require land to be safeguarded, and
boundaries of proposed Green Belts must be carefully defined to achieve this. Interestingly,
there are a number of examples where green belt land has been re-designated for
employment rather than housing. There are examples where a smaller, or different, part of
the land is preserved – rather than that originally set aside as green belt – and a remainder
parcel of land freed up without damaging the purpose and intent. Can Green Belt Land solve
the problems that are inherent in this situation?

Any proposals for redevelopment of a green belt area, whether partial or full, should be
considered in the context of comprehensive long-term plans for the whole of the site. These
plans should include an agreed footprint for the site. The Local Planning Authority may
impose a condition on a permission which ensures the demolition of buildings which are not
to be retained as new buildings are erected. Green Belt legislation is a positive measure to
revitalise the countryside, improving the quality of life for people in cities and large towns and
encouraging the extension of ‘green wedges' into the cities. Unmet housing need (including
for traveller sites) is unlikely to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and other harm to
constitute the “very special circumstances” justifying inappropriate development on a site
within the Green Belt. Over the last decade or so, the worsening housing crisis has
stimulated growing calls from a wide spectrum of interests for a review of Green Belt policy -
mainly for residential development. In one report the Social Market Foundation Commission
stated that it will be impossible to build all new housing on brownfield sites, meaning that ‘a
significant proportion (of new housing) will need to be accommodated on greenfield sites’.
Local authorities must put a complete stop to proposals for release of Green Belt land for
development in their Local Plans; instead, they should be more proactive in seeking out
brownfield urban sites for new development. Land already identified on councils’ Brownfield
Registers should be the start point but it is clear that there are numerous
previously-developed urban sites that could be built on. My thoughts on Green Belt Planning
Loopholes differ on a daily basis.

A Green Future
Integrating sustainability from the outset is a fundamental requirement to any design
solution. Simple solutions, such as the building's siting, form and fabric, can have the
greatest impact on energy conservation, and often with the least capital cost. Given the
radical changes that have occurred over the past century in society, the economy of cities,
urban theory and in transport and technology, the resilience of the Green Belt as an
‘institution’ is remarkable. Some developments may be permitted in the green belt. These
include where necessary for the purpose of agriculture including farm diversification,
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horticulture, woodland and forestry and countryside recreation. Acceptance of the principle
of a use or development does not mean that planning permission will always be granted.
Green belt architects have the most influential architects, interior and exterior designers.
Their team of architectural designers provide vital information about the products that are
useful for an outcome. They are also aware of the type of competition evolving in the 21st
century and what is necessary for a building to stand equal or above market values. All
councils recognises the important role of the Green Belt, particularly in preventing towns and
settlements from merging into one another, safeguarding the countryside and concentrating
development into its urban areas. Highly considered strategies involving New Forest
National Park Planning may end in unwanted appeals.

The overriding need for housing, social infrastructure (such as schools/hospitals) or
employment land are considered to be an ‘exceptional circumstance’. These, as well as
arguments in relation to the sustainability and accessibility, could be used to make a case for
review or release of Green Belt sites. Many of the practices and principles used in
sustainable architecture are rooted in ancient building techniques that were transformed with
the rise of modern materials and mass production in the industrial age. When considering
proposals for the reuse of agricultural buildings for non-agricultural purposes, the Council will
consider whether the proliferation of farm buildings constructed under permitted
development rights could have a seriously detrimental effect on the openness of the Green
Belt. While not a reason to designate Green Belt, paragraph 81 of the NPPF states that
Green Belts should be used, amongst other things, to retain and enhance landscapes and
visual amenity. Where small gaps provide valuable views into or out of a village or previously
developed site, their development will not be supported. A key characteristic of a green belt
architect is the project delivery and management experience they have. They utilise these
skills alongside an energetic drive for good design to deliver successful projects for their
Clients. A well-thought-out strategy appertaining to Architect London can offer leaps and
bounds in improvements.

Positive Spaces
If your land does not form part of the Green Belt, it can be considered for residential
development. If your land is adjoining the Green Belt, it may still be considered. However,
landscaping etc. is vitally important in these instances. While not a reason to designate
Green Belt, paragraph 81 of the NPPF states that Green Belts should be used to, amongst
other things, retain and enhance landscapes and visual amenity. Where extensions or
alterations to buildings will adversely affect valuable views into or out of the village or
previously developed site, the proposals will not be supported. With the restrictions that
Green Belt brings, local planning authorities with Green Belt in their areas and with Local
Plans to prepare, have to make provision for needed development within a very sensitive
context. Unearth extra info on the topic of Architects Specialising In The Green Belt on this
Wikipedia entry.
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